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Welcome 
to Kindergarten

Starting kindergarten is a big step in a child’s life. 
It’s the beginning of a new and exciting journey 
with challenges and rewards all along the way. For 
parents, kindergarten is a time of new beginnings 
and new communications between home and 
school.

On behalf of the Farmington Area Public Schools,  
I am thrilled to welcome you to our school commu-
nity. Our schools have a tradition of excellence, and 
our comprehensive kindergarten program is part 
of that strong foundation. Our kindergarten teach-
ers are ready to start the journey with your child to 
help them become successful, confident learners. 
We’re all looking forward to getting to know you 
and your child personally in the coming months.

This booklet has been created to provide you 
with important information about kindergarten in 
Farmington Area Public Schools. Throughout these 
pages you’ll learn more about what our kinder-
garten program has to offer, and we’ll also provide 
tips to help make the transition to kindergarten 
more successful and rewarding for your child and 
for you. In addition, there are opportunities in the 
coming months for you and your child to visit our 
schools, meet our teachers and staff, and learn 
about kindergarten. More details about these 
activities are included in the packet of information 
you received from your school and will appear on 
your school’s Web site.

If you have questions or concerns about your 
child’s education, please call your school’s  
principal.

We look forward to partnering with you through-
out your child’s educational journey.  We warmly 
welcome you to Farmington Area Public Schools.

Sincerely,
Dr. Christine M. Weymouth
Assistant Superintendent for Educational Services

Kindergarten Philosophy

Kindergarten is such an important time of growth 
for children. The experiences students have in 
kindergarten can help to set them on a successful 
path through school. Here are some of our beliefs 
about our kindergarten students. 

We Believe children develop socially, emotionally, 
physically, and intellectually with individual  
patterns of growth.

We Believe children need to build a strong  
foundation of skills and knowledge to move from 
dependency to independence.

We Believe children learn in different ways and 
have different ways of representing what they 
know.

We Believe children should be actively engaged in 
their learning.

We Believe children learn best in a safe, nurturing 
and challenging environment.

We Believe children are most successful when 
school, home and community work together.



Kindergarten Options

Traditional Half-Day Program

Shorter school day

No tuition

Dedicated licensed kindergarten teachers

Intentional lessons based on district curriculum, state  
standards and best practice for teaching the young learner

•

•

•

•

A focus on student confidence and academic readiness in a 
child centered environment

Activities in art, music, physical education, media and  
technology are taught by kindergarten teachers.

Access to Kindergarten Complement and Kid Connection 
(before and after school care)

•

•

•

Our district has an exceptional tradition of providing a comprehensive, intentional learning experience for the students attending 
our half-day kindergarten program. Program benefits include:

KinderJourney (All-Day Kindergarten)

All day, every day

Tuition based

Dedicated licensed kindergarten teachers

Intentional lessons based on district curriculum, state  
standards and best practice for teaching the young learner

Provides an opportunity for more in-depth learning

•

•

•

•

•

A focus on student confidence and academic readiness in a 
child centered environment

Activities in art, music, physical education, media and  
technology are provided.

Lunch and recess time provide for social interaction.

Access to Kid Connection (before and after school care)

•

•

•

•

This program is an excellent option for children who are ready to attend a full day of school. KinderJourney combines the kinder-
garten curriculum with additional time for classroom enrichment and activities.

Kindergarten Complement

Half day before or after the traditional kindergarten pro-
gram

Tuition based 

While instructors are not required to have a teaching  
endorsement, many are licensed teachers or have a degree 
in a related educational field. 

Children may attend on a flexible schedule, paying only for 
days the child is scheduled. 

•

•

•

•

Instructors work closely with kindergarten teachers to 
reinforce the skills children learn during their half-day 
kindergarten time. 

Activities in art, music, physical education, media and  
technology are taught by Kindergarten Complement 
instructors. 

Lunch and recess time provide for social interaction.

Access to Kid Connection (before and after school care)

•

•

•

•

This program is an extension of your child’s traditional half-day kindergarten. The learning experience is enhanced through devel-
opmentally and age appropriate activities, games and real life practice. Kindergarten Complement uses intentional planning to 
help children apply lessons to daily life situations. Program benefits include:

Farmington Schools are excited to offer three kindergarten programming options to best meet the needs of our kindergarten 
students. Parents know their children best and these kindergarten options allow parents to make the best choice for each child.

All Farmington kindergarten programs provide safe, nurturing and challenging environments where children can acquire knowl-
edge and skills, think creatively and critically, appreciate diversity, and develop positive attitudes about themselves and others.

Each program incorporates basic concepts of the core academic subjects including:  Literacy, Writing, Math, Social Studies,  
Science, Music and the Arts, Health, Technology, Physical Education, and Social Skills.



Enrollment
Students must be five years old on or before Sept. 1 to 
be eligible for enrollment in kindergarten. Enrollment 
information is available by calling our Enrollment Office 
at (651) 463-5052 or by visiting in person at 421 Walnut 
St., Farmington, MN 55024.

Early Childhood Screening
Early Childhood Screening is a requirement for entry 
into all Minnesota public schools. Screening includes 
check-ups in the areas of vision, hearing, speech, motor 
skills, and thinking skills, as well as general health and 
growth. This is a free service to all Farmington Area Pub-
lic Schools residents.

If your child has not yet been screened, please call (651) 
460-3215 to schedule an appointment.

Immunizations
Before starting kindergarten, all students must have the 
following immunizations:

• DTP (diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis): 5 doses
• Polio: 4 doses
• MMR (measles, mumps, rubella): 2 doses
• Hepatitis B: 3 doses
• Varicella (Chicken Pox): 2 doses

For more information about immunizations, please 
contact your child’s doctor or call district health services 
at (651) 460-1906.

Enrollment Requirements
School Age Care
Kid Connection is a fee-based, school age care program 
providing high quality care before and after school. 
All-day care is also offered on non-school days. Kid Con-
nection activities incorporate learning opportunities in 
reading, math, science, physical education and music. 
Learn more by calling (651) 460-3200.

Transportation
Kindergarten students who live more than one-half 
mile from school have the opportunity to ride a district-
provided school bus to and from school. To determine if 
your home falls within the transportation zone, contact 
the Transportation Office at (651) 463-8689.

School Meals
Farmington Area Public Schools offers nutritious break-
fasts and lunches at all elementary schools. Students 
enrolled in KinderJourney or Kindergarten Complement 
are eligible to participate in the District 192 school  
nutrition program. To see menus, pricing and more 
information, go to www.farmington.k12.mn.us/nutrition 
or call (651) 463-5025.

Special Education Services
Special Education services are provided to students with 
disabilities. Early intervention is available from birth and 
is effective in helping young children prepare for their 
early school years. If you suspect that your child has a 
disability, please contact the principal of the building 
your child will be attending or the Special Services  
Office at (651) 463-5020.

School Nurse
Health offices at each school are staffed by health care 
professionals committed to keeping students safe. We 
will work with you to address any medical concerns your 
child may have. Parents are called if a student is ill and 
needs to go home or has received an injury requiring 
transfer to a clinic or hospital.

If your child must be given medication during school 
hours, a licensed prescriber signature and medication 
order for both prescription and over-the-counter medi-
cine are required. Parental permission is also needed. 
Medication permission forms are available in the health 
office or at your clinic. For more information, please call
our district nurse at (651) 460-1906.

Things to Know



School Contact Information
For most questions, the best place to start is by calling 
your child’s school. You can find your child’s school of  

attendance online at www.farmington.k12.mn.us/schools 
or call the District Services Center at (651) 463-5000.

Akin Road Elementary School
5231 195th Street, Farmington, MN 55024

(651) 460-1700

Farmington Elementary School
500 Maple Street, Farmington, MN 55024

(651) 463-9000

Meadowview Elementary School
6100 195th Street, Farmington, MN 55024

(651) 460-3100

North Trail Elementary School
5580 170th Street, Farmington, MN 55044

(651) 460-1800

Riverview Elementary School
4100 208th Street W., Farmington, MN 55024

(651) 460-1600

District Contact Information

Main Office
(651) 463-5000

Superintendent’s Office
(651) 463-5013

Department of Teaching & Learning
(651) 463-5015

Enrollment Office
(651) 460-5052

Community Education
(651) 460-3200

Contact Us
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